
MEMBER of  the  

BENEVOLENT  & PROTECTIVE 

 ORDER OF ELKS 

We are in our Second Century  

of Giving 

Celebrating 120 years of continuous Charitable  
Contributions to the Community. 

Our Lodge is one of the oldest, AND STILL OPERATING Elks 
Lodges in the Nation. 

Our Lodge History has been long and rich as we remember 
the valiant deeds of our Absent Members 

 Propose new members           Volunteer                     Attend Meetings 

                       Have Some Fun                 Get Involved!   

Sometimes what we think of as an error can be the start of something more interesting 



Grass Valley Elks Lodge #538 

109 S. School Street 

Grass Valley, CA 95945 

Secretary:  530.273.9228 

Events Office:  530.273.8342 

www.grassvalleyelks.org 

Email:  Secretary@grassvalleyelks.org 

Lodge Officers  2020 to 2021 
Elected Positions 

 

Exalted Ruler  Brian Hoyle       brhoyle.gvelks@gmail.com 

Leading Knight  JoAnn Bottero     jabothwell@yahoo.com 

Loyal Knight  Kimberly Freedman  kjflores@ymail.com 

Lecturing Knight     Paul Kain      raysnkain@gmail.com 

Treasurer   Cj Bryant                    Cjsings07@gmail.comn 

Secretary   Joan Toth                   secretary@grassvalleyelks.org 

   

         Positions Appointed by the Exalted Ruler 
 

Esquire      VACANT 

Chaplain      VACANT 

Inner Guard        Jack Morris               secretary@grassvalleyelks.org 

Tiler    Barbara Henslee    chickenleg7092@sbcglobal.net 
         

Trustees (Elected Positions) 

 

1 year    Hardy Schwarz    jleeschw@hotmail.com 

2 year    Paul Toth     prtoth35@gmail.com 

3 year    June Darnell    Jimdarnell79@gmail.com     

4 year    Jim Darnell     Jimdarnell79@gmail.com 

5 year    Gary Nowak    garynowak@earthlink.net 



Major Committee Chairpersons 
 
Accident Prevention       VACANT       
Activities Committee       Joan Toth   secretary@grassvalleyelks.org 
Apartment Manager       Cliff Bryant  cliff204@hotmail.com 
Auditing & Accounting      VACANT   
Bulletin Editor/Publisher      Ty Obenoskey  ty.obenoskey@gmail.com 
Building Manager       VACANT      
Fraternal Committee      Brian Hoyle  brhoyle.gvelks@gmail.com 
Kitchen Manager       Paul Toth   prtoth35@gmail.com 
PER Association       Hardy Schwarz  jleeschw@hotmail.com 
Standing Relief       Brian Hoyle  brhoyle.gvelks@gmail.com 
Major Project/Purple Pig      VACANT   
Webmaster        Cj Bryant   cjsings07@gmail.com 
 

Grass Valley Past Exalted Rulers 
 
          PER Year (s) 
 

Brian Hoyle  2019/2020 
Jim Darnell   2018/2019 
Tom Smith, PER  2017/2018 
Andy Gonzales  2016/2017 
Bill Convis   2015/2016     
Debba Boles  2014/2015   
William Stewart, PER 2012/2014 
Jay Nau, PER  2010/2012  

 

Grass Valley Elks Lodge #538 

     Needs to you to volunteer !!! 

   Please look up at the list of Committees.  These are the major committees and we have several sub-

committees (i.e., Hoop Shoot, Americanism, Veterans Service, etc.) that could use your help!  It doesn’t 

require a lot of time but you can get to know your fellow Elks and have a good time too.  Please consider 

this and call the secretary at 273.9228 and she will put you in touch with someone who would love your 

help. We can’t operate and support the community without your help.  Please consider getting involved 

and helping. We all would love to hear from you.  Thanks ! 

Grass Valley Past Exalted Rulers 
 
          PER Year (s) 
 

Ed Bourne *        2009/2010 
Mel Berry         2008-2009 
Hardy Schwarz, PER 2007-2008 
Bud Mc Guire *        2005-2007 
Jim Moore, PER       2003/2004 
“Red” Maurath *       2002/2003 
David Ropp*       2000/2002 
Joaquin Aguilar       1999-2000  
 





The Exalted Ruler  
The Exalted Ruler, also known as the E.R., is the President and Chief Executive Officer  (CEO) of 
the Lodge. The E.R. is responsible for all operations, programs, social quarter activities of the 
Lodge and presides at each Lodge session. The cardinal principle of this station is Fidelity 
 
Leading Knight   
The Esteemed Leading Knight  is the First Vice President, second in command and presides over 
the lodge in the absence of the Exalted Ruler. The cardinal principle of this station is Charity. 
 
Loyal Knight  
The Esteemed Loyal Knight  Is the third chair officer and Second Vice President of the Lodge. He/
she is responsible for assisting the Exalted Ruler in the performance of all the duties required to 
support the operations of the Lodge.  The cardinal principle of this station is Justice. 
 
The Lecturing Knight 
The Esteemed Lecturing Knight  is the fourth chair officer  and Third Vice President of the Lodge.  
He/she is also responsible for assisting the Exalted Ruler in the performance of all the duties re-
quired to support the operations of the Lodge. The cardinal principle of this station is Brotherly 
Love. 
 
The Secretary 
The Secretary  is the Chief Operating Officer (COO) of the Lodge and administers and manages 
all the  Lodge business correspondence, membership records, and all matters as directed by the 
Grand Lodge Statutes and the Exalted Ruler. 
 
The Treasurer 
The Treasurer  receives all monies collected by the Secretary and accounts and deposits them as 
appropriate.  The Treasurer also maintains the financial records and issues checks on behalf the 
Lodge. 
 
The Tiler 
The Tiler  is responsible for guarding the door of the Lodge room during the meetings and ensur-
ing only those who are authorized to enter and leave the meeting do so appropriately 
 
The Esquire 
The Esquire  is the 'Sergeant-At-Arms" and maintains ritual decorum and carries out the orders of 
the Exalted Ruler during Lodge meetings 
 
The Chaplain 
The Chaplain  delivers the prayers and blessings at all Lodge sessions and services. 
 
The Inner Guard 
The Inner Guard  is responsible for guarding the inner door of the Lodge at each Lodge meeting. 
 

The Organist (We don’t have one) 
The Organist  provides the music prescribed by the rituals of the Order and performs such other 
duties as assigned. 
 
The Trustees 
There are five Trustees  In our Lodge. Subject to control by the Lodge, the Trustees shall have the 
power to; control the funds, investments and real and personal property of the Lodge, not other-
wise provided by law, and collect the income and rents there from and, to execute all leases con-
tracts or other papers when ordered by the Lodge. 



  
Was the Meeting Night 

To  

Nominate a new slate of officers. 
 

The Following individuals 
were  

nominated for the positions  
Indicated: 

   
Brian Hoyle -  Exalted Ruler (elected at the Feb 19, 

2020 meeting. 
JoAnn Bottero  -  Esteemed Leading Knight 

Paul Kain  -  Esteemed Lecturing Knight 
Kimberly Freedman  -  Esteemed Loyal Knight 

Gary Nowak  -  Trustee  -  5 Year  
Joan Toth  -  Secretary 

Carole Cj Bryant -  Treasurer (elected at the Feb 19, 
2020 meeting. 

Barbara Hensley  -  Tiler 

 
AND 

Since there were no other nominees for these  
positions, these nominees were elected by  

acclamation.  CONGRADULATIONS  
 

Please Note:   Prior to the Feb 19 Regular Lodge  
Meeting, Ty Obenoskey resigned from his  

position as Exalted Ruler Elect for personal reasons.   
At the Feb 19 meeting Brian Hoyle stepped up and was 

nominated and elected the ER for the next year. 



 

      In these trying times we surge forward in an ever 

changing world of uncertainty, I want to assure you that 

your Elks officers and Leadership is doing everything in 

their power to sustain our lodge during this closure and 

it is with great regret that I must inform you that the 

lodge closures may be the new normal for the next few 

months. I will assess the situation each month and then 

decide the best course of action for the safety of our 

members. At this point grand lodge is not giving any area 

specific guidance as they are also overwhelmed and 

working remotely. So effective March 24th 2020, our 

lodge will remain closed by executive order through the 

1st of May 2020 

 

    I will reassess this situation as dictated by our current 

situation. If you need anything please let me know and I 

will do what I can, if i can. Please be patient we are all 

working together as a nation to thwart this pandemic. I 

ask that you please pray for our sick and elderly to make 

them well and keep them well. Also that you pray for the 

protection of our military and first responders many of 

them had no idea that they would be battling an invisible 

enemy unlike any other in the history of our nation. And 

finally the leadership of our nation who has to forge a 

road into uncertainty like no person in over 100 years 

has, and like him or not, he is trying to help our country 

and it's people in the best way he knows how. Hopefully 

we will begin to move back onto the path of recovery for 

our country and be able to resume meetings soon, bit un-

til then I will continue to do what I feel protects the mem-

bership first, thank you for your support, God speed until 

we meet again face to face and  Amen. 



 





 
     As you all know we are in uncertain times.  We do not 
know what the future holds for us and we do not know how 
long we will be “staying at home”  because of the Corona-
virus.   
     As you read this “Gold County Crier,” you will see many 
scheduled events with dates and times.  They may happen 
and they may be cancelled. We just don’t know.  We will 
work hard to keep you informed with our e-mail system and 
weekly “The Haps” updates.  We know we cannot and will 
not be able to reach everyone so if you show up at the 
Lodge for a scheduled meeting or event and we are “Dark,” 
we apologize for the inconvenience.  We will follow the 
guidance put out by the State and County and do whatever 
we need to do to keep everyone safe and virus free.   
     If you have any questions or concerns feel free to give 
me a call at 530.477.8111 or email me at 
ty.obenoskey@gmail.com.  I will do my best to answer your 
questions. 
     So, I say to all of you and your families, be safe, be vigi-
lant, follow the recommendations and rules and stay 
healthy and well.   
      May God bless and keep you all and I hope to see you in 
person very soon…. 
 
Regards 
 
Ty Obenoskey 
Editor/Publisher 
Grass Valley Elks Lodge Bulletin 
The “Gold Country Crier” 



  Work From 
Home/Lodge Office  

Process & Track Bar Permits 
Confirm Bar Staff 

Prepare Written Contracts 
Crunch Numbers 

Just the “fun stuff” with  
Private Events 

Call Cj at 530.575.0373 
 

 
Elks Lodge 

Single Occupancy Room for Rent 

Clean,  Non-Smoking Room 

If you know someone that needs a place to 

live 

Have them call/text  

Cliff Bryant 530.575.0373 



 
A mystery needs solving 

By 
Cliff Bryant 

Who are these Elks and what year is it? 
 

This is a photograph taken at our Elk Lodge and obviously contains leaders of our 
Lodge.  At least that’s what I’m guessing, because we don’t really know for sure.  
Can you help me figure out who these people are, and what their role in the Elks 
and community were?   
Here are a few guesses I’ve made, maybe you can come up with a few more: 

The person in the middle, behind the golden antlers, (which we still have 
somewhere) must be the ER.  Afterall, he’s behind the antlers and in the 
middle of the photo. 

There are 10 of them with bowties and dressed very similar, which probably 
makes them officers. 

There are 4 of them in ties and not in tuxedo’s, which probably makes them 
supporting officers or maybe important visitors from other lodges? 

The photo was taken in the lodge meeting room because that’s our cabinet 
behind them. 

The photo is black and white, so obviously before color photography was in-
vented. 

 
I bet there are some sleuth’s out there that can figure this photo out.  We have 
photo’s of all our ER’s going all the way back to our beginning’s.  So figuring out 
who’s who should be a matter of research.  I think once you figure out who the ER 
is, the rest should fall into place.  I think the problem will be in identifying the per-
sons in the suits, with ties.  There’s probably minutes of a meeting down in our 
archives that describe this event. 
Okay, enough said, do I have any takers?  I’ll be glad to meet you at the Lodge and 
assist you in any way I can. 
Cliff 

The year is 1924ish and the E.R. is J. A. Curnow.  He was E.R. 
for Lodge year 1924-1925. Still have no idea who the others 
are.  Do you know who they are ?  Last call !! 



         
  

Cards, Games & 

More 

1—4PM 

Thurs-

days 

Social Quarters 

Music Circle 
for  
Members and 

Guests 
Every Friday  from  

4—6 PM  
& Sunday 

April  
Birthdays 

05  Laura M. Argento 15  William A. Wilson 
05  Ken Cook  17  Arnold L. Winters 
11  Jerry Maxwell  24  Mitchell Ward 
11  Robert Woodward 26  Martin J Nikula 



 

Black-
jack 
Time  
At the 
Lodge 

Shuffle 
and  
Deal 
those 
Cards ! 
 



 

Come to 
a meeting 
and have 
some 
fun ! 
Blackjack 
Before 
the meet-
ing 
 

All 
Money 
raised 
went 
to ENF 



 
March 4, 2020  Meeting 

$100.00  -  Glen Welz  -  Not Present 
   $25.00  -  Cliff Bryant  -  WINNER !! 

March 18, 2020  Meeting 
 

No Meeting  -  Lodge Closed 
 

   

Bulletin Articles Deadline 
 

Is the 15th of the Month 
 

Articles,  pictures etc. 
PLEASE 

 
SEND TO:  

ty.obenoskey@gmail.com 

Lodge Meetings 

Social Quarters Bar Open 5:00 PM 

Lodge Dinners—6:00 PM 

Lodge Meetings—7:00 PM 

(Meetings 1st & 3rd Wednesdays) 

First Wednesday Dinner—Pot Luck 

Second Wednesday Dinner— 

Usually Dinner or Pizza 

For dinner reservations call:  273.9228 

Or email: 

secretary@grassvalleyelks.org 

 

Support our Lodge  -  Come to Meetings 
Get Involved, Who Knows……. 

You just might have a good time , enjoy yourself and just 
maybe win some money! 



Members Page 
Your Opinion Counts 

Tell Us What is on Your Mind 

April 1  (New date not determined yet) Lodge Meeting -Vote on the 
merger / consolidation 

 By Cliff Bryant 
 
     At our last months’ meeting, a resolution was presented to 
“consolidate” with the Nevada City Elks Lodge.  It was signed by 
all the Trustees and sent to them to do likewise.  Now, at the 
April 1 meeting we will officially vote to move forward with nego-
tiating a consolidation/merger. 
     I urge a NO vote on the resolution and here’s why. 
 

We are risking: 
Our charter 

Our lodge building 
Our savings 
Our history 
Our identity  
Our legacy 

 
     And for what????  We will likely be outvoted on any issue of 
concern to us, as Nevada City has 3 times the membership we 
have.  Our beautiful and historical building will be sold, and the 
proceeds go to the new lodge.  Our savings (about $ 160,000+) 
will be assets that get transferred to the new Lodge. The negotia-
tion team, according to our Trustees, will be the Trustees instead 
of a cross section of informed members.  The meetings will likely 
be private, not accessible to all members interested.   
 
     The Nevada City Lodge is a fine lodge.  It has good people in it    
and I harbor no ill will towards them, but, I am a Grass Valley Elk 
and wish to remain so.  If our Lodge and Nevada City Lodge want 
to combine efforts in order to put on charitable/appreciation func-
tions or events, we can and we should but we don’t have to lose 
our autonomy, our charter, our building, or our legacy to do so.  I 
urge a No Vote on the Resolution – April 1. 
 
     PS:  If the meeting is cancelled due to the current health crisis 
please pay attention to when the meeting is called to vote on this 
resolution.  We will only get ONE opportunity to say NO to the 
Resolution.  After that, outside forces control our destiny. 



Taco Night is  
The Third (3rd) Monday of every month 



Papa’s Spaghetti 
Fourth Wednesday of Every Month 




