
Celebrating 120 years of continuous Charitable  

Contributions to the Community. 

Our Lodge is one of the oldest, AND STILL OPERATING Elks Lodges in 

the Nation. 

Our Lodge History has been long and rich as we remember the valiant deeds 

of our Absent Members 

 Propose new members           Volunteer                     Attend Meetings 

                       Have Some Fun                 Get Involved!   
 

Volume 120 Number 3 

Thought for the Month: 

You will be more disappointed by what you didn’t do 

than by what you do. 



Our historical 107 year old building was built in 1912 and  
dedicated in 1913  

It has always been  
Grass Valley Elks Lodge #538 

and it is located at 
109 S. School Street 

Grass Valley, CA 95945 
You may contact us at: 
Secretary:  530.273.9228 

Events Office:  530.273.8342 
www.grassvalleyelks.org 

Email:  secretary@grassvalleyelks.org 



Lodge Officers  2020 to 2021 
Elected Positions 

 

Exalted Ruler   Brian Hoyle          brhoyle.gvelks@gmail.com 
Leading Knight             JoAnn Bottero        jabothwell@yahoo.com 
Loyal Knight   Kimberly Freedman   kjflores@ymail.com 
Lecturing Knight              Paul Kain        raysnkain@gmail.com 
Treasurer               Cj Bryant                       gvelksTreasurer@gmail.com 
Secretary              Joan Toth                       secretary@grassvalleyelks.org 
   

  Positions Appointed by the Exalted Ruler 
 

Esquire      VACANT 
Chaplain      VACANT 
Inner Guard        Jack Morris                   secretary@grassvalleyelks.org 
Tiler    Barbara Henslee         chickenleg7092@sbcglobal.net 
         

 
 1 year    Hardy Schwarz    h.schwarz538@gmail.com 
 2 year    Paul Toth     prtoth35@gmail.com 
 3 year    June Darnell                  Jimdarnell79@gmail.com     
 4 year    Jim Darnell     Jimdarnell79@gmail.com 
 5 year    Gary Nowak                  garynowak@earthlink.net 



Grass Valley Past Exalted Rulers 
 
               ER Year (s) 
 
Brian Hoyle              2019/2020 
Jim Darnell              2018/2019 
Tom Smith, PER           2017/2018 
Andy Gonzales             2016/2017 
Bill Convis               2015/2016     
Debba Boles               2014/2015   
William Stewart, PER 2012/2014 
Jay Nau, PER  2010/2012  

Grass Valley Past Exalted Rulers 
 
                         ER Year (s) 
 
Ed Bourne *                         2009/2010 
Mel Berry            2008-2009 
Hardy Schwarz, PDDGER    2007-2008 
Bud Mc Guire *           2005-2007 
Jim Moore, PDDGER           2003/2004 
“Red” Maurath *           2002/2003 
David Ropp*                         2000/2002 
Joaquin Aguilar          1999-2000* 
 

• Deceased 



The Exalted Ruler  
The Exalted Ruler, also known as the E.R., is the President and Chief Executive Officer  (CEO) of 
the Lodge. The E.R. is responsible for all operations, programs, social quarter activities of the 
Lodge and presides at each Lodge session. The cardinal principle of this station is Fidelity 
 
Leading Knight   
The Esteemed Leading Knight  is the First Vice President, second in command and presides over 
the lodge in the absence of the Exalted Ruler. The cardinal principle of this station is Charity. 
 
Loyal Knight  
The Esteemed Loyal Knight  Is the third chair officer and Second Vice President of the Lodge. He/
she is responsible for assisting the Exalted Ruler in the performance of all the duties required to 
support the operations of the Lodge.  The cardinal principle of this station is Justice. 
 
The Lecturing Knight 
The Esteemed Lecturing Knight  is the fourth chair officer  and Third Vice President of the Lodge.  
He/she is also responsible for assisting the Exalted Ruler in the performance of all the duties re-
quired to support the operations of the Lodge. The cardinal principle of this station is Brotherly 
Love. 
 
The Secretary 
The Secretary  is the Chief Operating Officer (COO) of the Lodge and administers and manages 
all the  Lodge business correspondence, membership records, and all matters as directed by the 
Grand Lodge Statutes and the Exalted Ruler. 
 
The Treasurer 
The Treasurer  receives all monies collected by the Secretary and accounts and deposits them as 
appropriate.  The Treasurer also maintains the financial records and issues checks on behalf the 
Lodge. 
 
The Tiler 
The Tiler  is responsible for guarding the door of the Lodge room during the meetings and ensur-
ing only those who are authorized to enter and leave the meeting do so appropriately 
 
The Esquire 
The Esquire  is the 'Sergeant-At-Arms" and maintains ritual decorum and carries out the orders of 
the Exalted Ruler during Lodge meetings 
 
The Chaplain 
The Chaplain  delivers the prayers and blessings at all Lodge sessions and services. 
 
The Inner Guard 
The Inner Guard  is responsible for guarding the inner door of the Lodge at each Lodge meeting. 
 
The Organist (We don’t have one) 
The Organist  provides the music prescribed by the rituals of the Order and performs such other 
duties as assigned. 
 
The Trustees 
There are five Trustees  In our Lodge. Subject to control by the Lodge, the Trustees shall have the 
power to; control the funds, investments and real and personal property of the Lodge, not other-
wise provided by law, and collect the income and rents there from and, to execute all leases con-
tracts or other papers when ordered by the Lodge. 



Statutory Committees  -  Sub Committees 
Special Committees & Individual Select Functions 

 

Statutory Committees & Sub Committees 
     
               Chairman/POC                Contact Info 
 
Standing Relief (GLS 13.010)                 Brian Hoyle                brhoyle.gvelks@gmail.com 

 

Auditing & Accounting (GLS  13.040)                VACANT   

 

Activities Committee (GLS 13.021)                   VACANT 

     Drug Awareness Program       VACANT 
     Civic, Social and Community  Interests      VACANT 
     Youth Programs          VACANT 
           Hoop Shoot         VACANT 
           Americanism         VACANT 
           Scholorship       Michael Kochis n.u.miner1973@gmail.com 
 

Public Relations Committee (GLS 13.024)       VACANT 
     Government Relations         VACANT 
     Law Enforcement Events / Dinner        VACANT 
     Fire Fighters Events / Dinner         VACANT 
 
Fraternal Committee (GLS  13.022) 
     ENF              VACANT 
     Investigation Committee          JoAnn Bottero jabothwell@yahoo.com 
     Indoctrination / Orientation Committee         VACANT 
     Flag Day Ceremony           VACANT 
     Memorial Day  Ceremony          VACANT 
     Purple Pig                 VACANT 
     Veterans Activities           VACANT 
     Membership Committee           VACANT 
     Lapsation Committee           VACANT 
      

 

Trustee Functions POC’s 
 

Accident Prevention       Jim  Darnell                Jimdarnell79@gmail.com     
Apartment Manager       Cliff Bryant   cliff204@hotmail.com 
Property Manager       Cliff Bryant   cliff204@hotmail.com   
   

Individual Select Functions 
 

Kitchen Manager       Paul Toth   prtoth35@gmail.com 
Bar Manager         Bill Convis   bconvis@sierracrm.com 
PER Association POC        Hardy Schwarz  h.schwarz538@gmail.com 
Bulletin Editor/Publisher      Ty Obenoskey  ty.obenoskey@gmail.com 
Events Coordinator       Cj Bryant / Kim Kain cjsings07@gmail.com 
Webmaster        Cj Bryant   cjsings07@gmail.com 
Ritual Contest POC       Hardy Schwarz  h.schwarz538@gmail.com



 

Remember 

Wash your   

hands (for at least 

20 seconds) 

Wear your Mask 

Maintain  

Social Distance 

 

Better yet 

STAY AT 

HOME ! 

Six Feet 

 

 
      We are still looking for DONATION!  Leading Knight JoAnn  
Bottero donated much needed carpenter tools to the Lodge.  
These tools will help complete necessary repairs, and they are  
always needed, in and around our Lodge.  We sure do appreciate 
and thank JoAnn for thinking of us FIRST.  If you see her be sure 
to say “thank you” for being an awesome Elk and supporting her 
Lodge. 

If you have items no 
longer being used  and 
you believe we might 
use as tools or raffle 
prizes please call me,  

Cliff Bryant,  
575 1473 or email     

cliff204@hotmail.com 



 





Grass Valley Elks Lodge 
Only has one (1) 

Single Occupancy Room Left  
for Rent. 

Upstairs, Clean,  
Non-Smoking Room 

If you know someone that needs a 
place to live 

Have them call/text  
Cliff Bryant 530.575.0373 



         
  

Cards, Games & More 

1—4PM 

Thursdays 

Social Quarters 

All Welcome 

Music Circle 
for  

Members and Guests 
Every Friday  from  

4—6 PM  
& Sunday 
2—4 PM 

Come, Play, Listen 
Have a GREAT time ! 

All May be cancelled for June.  Check the weekly “Haps” or give the 
Lodge a call. 



Minutes copied from the Historical Lodge Record Book #1 

     Grass Valley Lodge No. 538 B.P.O. Elks       

           May 29, 1900 

      

     The regular meeting of this Lodge was held on the above date, with  

E.R. Bro Hennessy presiding. 

     The roll of officers was called and the following absentees noted:  E. 

Lec. Knt., Bro. Thurston: Chaplain, Bro. Farrell; In. Guard, Bro. 

VanOrden: Trustees, Bros. Deasy, Green, and Collins, and organist, Bro. 

Lord.  Although absent at roll call the following officers came in soon 

after.  Bros. Thurston, Deasy, Farrell and Green. 

     The minutes of the previous meeting were read and were ordered 

amended to show that although Bro. Jones was not present at the roll 

call, he was present soon after.  As amended the minutes were approved. 

     The following bills were presented against the lodge: 

 

                Bill of Henry Daniels for 18 chickens, $13.50 

                Bill of John R. Tyrrell for stationary, box rent, etc.  $2.05 

 

     The bills were referred to the Finance Com., who reported favorably 

thereon and the bills were ordered paid. 

     Treasurer, Bro. Champion then read his report which was as follows: 

      

     Amount received since last report   $149.00 

     Amount paid out since last report   $167.08 

        Balance on hand  $159.26   

     A communication was received from the Executive Committee of the 

Fourth of July Celebration at San Jose, under the seal of the San Jose 

Lodge, No 522, B.P.O.E., requesting this lodge to participate with the San 

Jose Lodge in it celebration of the National Holiday.  The 

communication was ordered placed on file, and the Secretary instructed 

to tender the thanks of this lodge to San Jose Lodge, for their kind 

invitation and to state that we, ourselves, are going to have a 

celebration in this City on that date, and would therefore have to 

decline thir invitation. 

     Under the head of unfinished business the resignation of Bro. Tyrrell, 

as Secretary was taken up, and then resignation accepted. (continued next page)…….. 



 

 

(continued) 

     In the matter of a complaint having been filed against Bro. Dan 

Robinson, it was found, after examination, to be not as explicit and def-

inite as required by the Constitution, and Bro. Jones, E. Loy Kt., had pre-

pared a proper complaint which had been duly signed by the  Brother 

making the charges, and this complaint substituted, in lieu of the for-

mer defective one.  Bros. Farrell, Deasy and Phillips were reappointed as 

a Comission to taken testimony upon the charges made in this com-

plaint. 

     Under the head of new business the election of a Secretary was taken 

up, and Bro. Wm Loutzenheiser was placed in nomination, and unani-

mously elected, the Secretary casting the vote for the Lodge.  After Broth-

er Loutzenheiser had been declared duly elected to the office of Secretary 

of Grass Valley Lodge, No. 538, B.P.O.E., Bro. Jones, in his happy generous 

way moved that this Lodge extend a vote of thanks to the retiring Secre-

tary, for the faithful and efficient service he had rendered this Lodge in 

the discharge of his duties. 

     Bro. Thurston, who cam in late addressed the E.R. and made due 

apologies for being late.  The E.R. responded by saying that he was glad 

to see that the brothers were improving, and the brother was excused. 

     Under the good of the Order, Bro. Hays, Bro. Farrell and others, made 

some interesting remarks, which were duly appreciated. 

     The E.R. remarked that he thought it would be advisable for this 

Lodge to take some action that would stimulate a greater interest in its 

affairs and add to our membership, and called for the views of the 

brothers upon the matter.  Bro. Jones thereupon suggested hat we give a 

circus.  This brought forth many humorous expressions, and after the 

matter had been seriously considered, it was moved by Bro. Jones that a 

committee of five, on entertainment, be appointed , the Com. To decide 

upon the method of entertaining, and report to the Lodge at their earli-

est convenience. 

     The E.R. thereupon appointed a Com. As follows:  Bros. Shoemaker, 

Campbell, Fisher, Thurston and Jones.  The Bros., one and all insisted 

that the E.R. should be the Chairman of this committee, and with his 

usual grace and dignity, Bro. Hennessy consented to act as such.   

 continued next page)…….. 



 

 
  Wash your Hands   Don’t Shake Hands     Wear a Face Mask 
  (for at least 20 seconds) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    It appearing to the  Lodge that the degree team from Nevada City, 

which performed all of the ceremonies of initiation when our Lodge 

was instituted, had incurred an expensi of $25.00 and that this sum 

had not been paid as yet, it was thereupon ordered that the sume of 

$25.00 be drawn in  favor of the degree team of Nevada City Lodge. 

     Through a clerical error discovered by Bro. Hays, the minutes of 

April 10, 1900, were made to read that the Tyler whould have as 

compensation for his services, the sum of $12 per annum, when it 

should have been that the Tyler shall receive  for his services 50c per 

session.  The correction was so ordered and made. 

     There being no further business the Lodge was closed in the usual 

manner. 

      Fraternally Submitted,  

             John R. Tyrrell 

 

(continued) 



 

Have you been to the Lodge “Hang Out” on Fridays?   
     If you have, you know to expect dumb jokes, funny stories, acoustic 

music from 4-6p.  Members meet, play guitar, listen or not, unwind from 

the week, meet their friends for some “attitude adjustment”, play dice, 

make trivial conversation and the best part is:  You get to HARASS the OF-

FICERS!  Way fun! 

     A huge piece of the success of the Friday night, weekend kickoff is PER 

Bill Convis and Lady Sally.  Always there, always smiling , always willing to 

try a new recipe.  It’s the most fun event in the Lodge and Bill is now step-

ping up to be Bar Manager, look for some fresh recipes to try and some 

great wine.   

Thanks for all you do,  
Bill and Sally Convis  

 
It’s lIke a “Cheers” bar 

Where everybody knows your name 
And they're always glad you came ! 

Hope to see you there when we reopen 

Grass Valley Elks Lodge  

Social Quarters 

The Place to be ! 



PER Bill Convis and Esteemed Leading Knight Paul Kain 
Updating our Marque 

Lodge Members Cj Bryant, Cliff Bryant, Sally Convis, Kimberly Kain and 
Ty Obenoskey decorated the lawn with our Flags 



What all Lodges are expected to do:  According to governing rules of the Order, Elks mem-
bers’ have multiple opportunities to help organize the fun.  Ok, some of these  
committees are necessary and provide necessary oversite but most can be put in the cate-
gory of Feel Good and Doing Good.  Examples:   
 

LODGE STATUTORY COMMITTEE:  (as required under Section 13.020) 
 
STANDING RELIEF (GLS 13.010)  Responsible for examining the merits of all cases suggest-
ing the necessity of aid or relief to any Lodge Member 
 
AUDITING AND ACCOUNTING COMMITTEE  (GLS 13.040) Reports to the Lodge they have 
reviewed Lodge procedures for handling, depositing and record keeping of all dollars and 
cents. 
 
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE  (GLS 13.021) (multiple subcommittees) 
 
     Community Activities Subcommittee  -  Section 13.021(b) - This is a very important coor-
dinator for Community Member Activities.  Most of us joined the Lodge because of the op-
portunities to socialize, meet new people and support charitable organizations in our com-
munity.  Activities coordinated by specific committee chairperson are but not limited to:   
 
     Civic, Social and Community Interests 
     Drug Awareness  
     Youth Activities  

Hoop Shoot 
            Americanism 
 Scholorship 
                  Government Relations Coordinator  -  Section  
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE (GLS 13.024)  -  Responsible for implementing the the Pub-
lic Relations Programs of the Lodge, its State Association and the Grand Lodge 
 
FRATERNAL COMMITTEE (GLS 13.022) 

 
 Lodge Activities 
     Flag Day 
     Memorial Day activities 
  Indoctrination of new candidates  (GLS13.070) 
  Investigations of new candidates (GLS 13.080 
  Lapsation Coordinator  (GLS 13.090) 
             Membership Comittee 
             Elks National foundation  -  the Lodge each year has the opportunity to bring       
  $20+ thousand dollars in support of a local charity or project.  The  
  Committee Chair helps members select the “grant” best suited to the  
  project and proposal they feel should be helped.  The guidelines for each              
  administered grant is fully available at Elks.org.  Most grants require Elk  
  Member involvement, restricts monies being spent to improve or repair the 
  Lodge, and is handed out in chunks from $1000.00 to $10,000 each year.  
  Do you have a favorite charitable organization that deserves help????? 
              Veterans Service Committee (GLS 13.022) 
 
Ask your Exalted Ruler if you would like more information, the Lodge has manuals with ide-
as and how to’s available in the Secretary’s Office.  Also, members can access all manuals 
electronically at Elks.org.  Sign up today. 
 

The Lodge needs YOU!  This does not have to be done alone, each of these 
committees are of such critical importance that “More is Better” 
    



     Every lodge observes June 14th as flag day, a tradi-
tion which the Elks began in 1907 and was later adopted 
by the Congress as an official observance.  “This pro-
gram is one of the programs selected by the Grand  
Exalted Ruler for recognition awards. Plan an outstand-
ing Flag Day program, involve the community, and record 
the events of the day by preparing a brochure for judging 
if available by your District or State.”   
 
     This year Flag Day, June 14th falls on Sunday. 
We are so blessed to have had Elk member Bill Dobbins 
purchase the complete set of 8 historical flags for our 
Lodge.  You’ll remember Bill, he also started the “Bill’s 
Wheels” program for our Lodge and it is still operating  
today with our partners the Knights of Columbus.   
      
     Past Exalted Ruler – Bill Convis has managed this 
day’s ceremonial presentation of the “flags” and has 
once again volunteered and will be contacting Officers 
for their participation.   
 

     The ceremony is filled with music and proud “flag pre-
senters” generally youth participants.  I have 3 grands to 
volunteer, how ‘bout you?  This is a perfect time to have 
your family participate.   

Call me to learn more.   Cj 575 0373 

 



     JUNE 14th Commemorating the Birth of the American Flag  
 
SUGGESTED  PROGRAM 
 
1. Singing: “Star-Spangled Banner”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  By the entire Assembly  
2. Introductory Exercises. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Exalted Ruler & Officers  
3. Prayer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...Chaplain  
4. Music: “Columbia, the Gem of the Ocean”  
5. History of the Flag  
6. Singing: “God Bless America”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . By the entire Assembly  
7. Response  
8. Pledge of Allegiance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . By the entire Assembly 9. 
9. Patriotic Address. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .By Member of the Order or 
by an invited guest (optional) 
10. Conclusion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
EXALTED RULER [The service shall be a public ceremony and may be held in the 
Lodge Room or a public hall, or in the open air. Sufficient seating space should 
be reserved to accommodate Members, and the reserved section should be ap-
propriately decorated. Other suitable decorations are optional.] 
 
A large American Flag shall be placed to the right of the Exalted Ruler’s station 
or podium.  To begin the service, all Officers shall assume their seats, wearing 
their jewels of office. 
 
If desired, a street parade, with music and banners, may be arranged to precede 
the ceremonies.] [Members present should be provided with small American Flag 
Pins to be worn on the left lapel. 
 
The program herein outlined may be changed to suit local conditions as to music, 
speakers, etc., but the use of the “History of the Flag” and the “Response” is 
mandatory. 
 
EXALTED RULER: Please stand and unite in singing the “Star-Spangled Ban-
ner.” [Assembly sings.] 
 

RITUAL for Flag Day Service ~~~  
 
EXALTED RULER: Please be seated. [Brief pause.] 
 
Members and Guests, the purpose of this service is to honor our country’s Flag, 
to celebrate the anniversary of its birth, and to recall the achievements attained 
beneath its folds. It is quite appropriate that such a service should be held by the 
Order of Elks, an organization that is Distinctively American, intensely patriotic  



and without counterpart. Esteemed Leading Knight, what are the fraternal 
aims of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks?  
 
ESTEEMED LEADING KNIGHT: To inculcate the principles of Charity, Justice, 
Brotherly Love and Fidelity; to promote the welfare and happiness of mankind; 
to uphold our country and its laws; and to quicken the spirit of American  
patriotism.  
 
EXALTED RULER: Esteemed Leading Knight, what is the significance of the 
American Flag?  
 
ESTEEMED LEADING KNIGHT: It is emblematic of the crowning virtue, Charity.  
 
EXALTED RULER: Esteemed Loyal Knight, what is the significance of the 
American Flag?  
 
ESTEEMED LOYAL KNIGHT: It is emblematic of Justice for all.  
 
EXALTED RULER: Esteemed Lecturing Knight, what is the significance of the 
American Flag?  
 
ESTEEMED LECTURING KNIGHT: It is the symbol of Brotherly Love.  
 
EXALTED RULER: Lodge Esquire, what is the significance of the Flag from the 
station of the Exalted Ruler?  
 
ESQUIRE: It is the symbol of Fidelity.  
 
EXALTED RULER: Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity are the cardinal 
principles of our Order and they are exemplified in all of our services. By them 
we teach love of country and of our countrymen and loyalty to our American 
way of life. To be an Elk is to be an American citizen who lives for their coun-
try and is ready to die for it. Please stand.  
[Brief pause.  The Chaplain will lead us in prayer.  
 
CHAPLAIN: [From his/her station without advancing to the Altar.] Almighty 
God, in this hour of patriotic observance of the birthday of the American Flag, 
we ask You to bless our Flag, and the people of these United States. For all 
that our Flag represents, both at home and abroad, we thank Thee, and that 
through all our history as a nation, it has been an ensign of freedom, liberty 
and opportunity. And through the years to come may this Flag wave as the 
banner of liberty, freedom and enlightenment. May this service bring to each 
of us a sense of loyalty to our country and enable us to be better patriots, tru-
er citizens, and more loyal Americans, to Thy glory and to the honor of this 
great nation. Amen.  
 

     FLAG DAY SERVICE—RITUALS OF SPECIAL SERVICES  
[Music: “Columbia, The Gem Of The Ocean.” 

 
EXALTED RULER: Please be seated. [Brief pause.]  
That we may better understand the meaning of our Flag, I call upon Brother/
Sister (Name) for the history of the Flag. THE FLAG: ITS HISTORY Heraldry is 
as old as the human race. The carrying of banners has been a custom among 
all peoples in all ages. These banners usually contain some concept of the life 



or government of those who fashion them. The evolution of the American Flag 
marks the progression of the government of the American people. From the 
founding of Jamestown in Virginia, in 1607, until 1775, the Flag of England was 
the Flag of the Peoples of America. In 1775, the Pine Tree Flag was adopted for 
all colonial vessels, and this was the banner carried by the Continental forces in 
the Battle of Bunker Hill. [Music: “Yankee Doodle.” 
    
Enter Pine Tree Flag.  
 
The Southern colonies from 1776 to 1777 used the Snake Flag. [Music: “Chester, 
L.M.” 
 
Enter Snake Flag. 
 
In the latter part of 1775 the Continental Congress appointed a committee to 
consider the question of a single Flag for the thirteen colonies. That committee 
recommended a design of thirteen alternate stripes of red and white, with an 
azure field in the upper corner bearing the red cross of St. George and the white 
cross of St. Andrew. John Paul Jones, the senior lieutenant of the flagship 
“Alfred,” hoisted this Flag to the masthead on December 3, 1775, and one month 
later it was raised over the headquarters of General Washington at Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, “In compliment,” as he wrote, “to the United Colonies.”  
 
Music: “A Successful Campaign.”] [Enter above-described Flag.]  
 
This Flag, called “The Continental Colors” and “The Grand Union,” was never 
carried in the field by the Continental land forces, but it was used by the Navy 
as its exclusive ensign, and was the first American Flag to receive a salute of 
honor, a salute of eleven guns from the Fort of Orange in the Dutch West Indies. 
In response to a general demand for a banner more representative of our coun-
try, the Congress on June 14, 1777, provided: — “That the Flag of the United 
States be thirteen stripes of alternating red and white; and that the union be 
thirteen stars, white on a blue field, representing a new constellation.”  
 
Music: “Hail Columbia, Happy Land.”  [Enter above-described Flag.]  
 
It is generally believed that in May or June of 1776, a committee consisting of 
George Washington, Robert Morris and George Ross commissioned Betsy Ross, 
a Philadelphia Quakeress, to make a Flag from a rough design they left with her. 
It is said that she suggested that the stars should have five points, rather than 
six. This starry banner was first flown at Fort Stanwix, called Fort Schuyler at 
that time, near the city of Rome, New York, on August 3, 1777, and was under 
fire three days later at the battle of Oriskany, August 6, 1777, during a British 
and Indian attack. The first official salute to the Stars and Stripes was given on 
February 14, 1778, by France, on the French coast, when the “Ranger,” under 
command of John Paul Jones, was saluted by the French fleet. This Flag, then 
carried by the “Ranger,” was made by the young women of Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire, from stripes of their best colored-silk dresses and the white wed-
ding gown of a recent bride. It is said that this same “Ranger’s” Flag was flown 
by Jones’ ship, the “Bon Homme Richard” in its thrilling fight by moonlight, upon 
the high seas, with the British frigate “Serapis.” When the “Serapis” struck her 
colors, the immortal fame of John Paul Jones was ensured as the intrepid de-
fender of the youthful republic. The original thirteen Stars and Stripes  



represented the original thirteen colonies. In 1795 two additional Stars and 
Stripes were added to represent admission to the Union of Vermont and Ken-
tucky. Under this banner of fifteen Stars and Stripes was fought the War of 1812. 
It was the sight of it flying over Fort McHenry, on September 14, 1814, that in-
spired Francis Scott Key to write what was to become our national anthem, 
“The Star-Spangled Banner.” Miss Margaret Young, who cut the stars for that 
particular banner, was the mother of Henry Sanderson, the Grand Exalted Ruler 
of the Order of Elks in 1884.  
 
[Music: “The Star-Spangled Banner.”] [Enter above-described Flag.]  
 
The Congress on April 14, 1818, adopted a resolution that on and after July 4, 
1818, the number of stripes should be thirteen and that the blue field should car-
ry one star for each of the twenty states in the union and that a new star should 
be added for each state thereafter admitted.  
 
[Music: “America.”] [Enter above-described Flag.]  
 
Since 1818, there has been no change in the Flag design except that twenty -
eight new stars were added before July 4, 1912, and this Flag of forty‑eight 
stars flew over this nation for forty -seven years until just before the Vietnam 
War.  
 
 [Music.] [Enter 48-star Flag.] On July 4, 1959, a star was added for Alaska, our 
first non‑connected state and a year later, Hawaii, our island state added a fifti-
eth star. Our present Flag — fifty stars and thirteen stripes. It is accompanied by 
the POW-MIA Flag to recognize the plight and demise of a special group of our 
Armed Services, those who were prisoners of war or still remain missing in  
action.  
 
[Music.] [Enter 50-star Flag.] [Introduce color guards.]  
 
EXALTED RULER: Please stand and salute our Flag. [Produces the Flag, holding 
it in his/her hands.  
 
The Organist plays softly “The StarSpangled Banner.”  
 
Exalted Ruler continues: As this emblem is first in our hearts as loyal Ameri-
cans, so is it close to our Altar as loyal Elks. The gentle breezes with lingering 
caress kiss the folds of no Flag which can compare with it in beauty. There is no 
such red in budding rose, in falling leaf or sparkling wine; no such white in April 
blossom, in crescent moon or mountain snow; no such blue in woman’s eye, in 
ocean’s depth or heaven’s dome; and no such pageantry of clustering stars and 
streaming light in all the spectrum of the sea and sky.  
 
Please be seated. [Brief pause.]  
 
Our Flag is at once a history, a declaration and a prophecy. It represents the 
American nation as it was at its birth; it speaks for what it is today; and it holds 
the opportunity for the future to add other stars to the glorious constellation. 
The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks is the first and only fraternal body 
to require formal observance of “Flag Day.” In July of 1908, the Grand Lodge of 
this Order, at Dallas, Texas, then assembled, provided for the annual nationwide 
observance of “Flag Day” on the 14th of June in each year, by making it manda-
tory upon each Local Lodge of the Order.  This unique distinction as the strong-
est promoter of “Flag Day” is most becoming to the Order of Elks.  



This Order is distinctively American. Only American citizens are eligible to join 
it and it has no foreign affiliations. It has linked its destiny with the destiny of 
our country and made this Flag its symbol of self -dedication to God, to coun-
try, and to fellow men.  
 
Please stand and join in singing “God Bless America.” [Assembly sings.]  
 
EXALTED RULER: Please be seated.  
 
RESPONSE [Suitable introduction. This is mandatory. To be delivered by an 
Elks Member designated by the Exalted Ruler.] The Stars and Stripes, Flag of 
the United States of America! The world-wide hope of all who, under God, 
would be free to live and do His will. Upon its folds is written the story of 
America — the epic of the mightiest and noblest in all history. In the days 
when peoples of the old world groveled in abject homage to the heresy of “the 
divine right of Kings,” a new constellation appeared in the western skies, the 
Stars and Stripes, symbolizing the divine right of all to life, liberty, happiness 
and peace under endowment by their Creator. To what man or woman is given 
words adequate to tell the story of the building of this nation? That immortal 
story is written in blood and sweat, in heroic deeds and unremitting toil, in 
clearing the primeval forests and in planting of vast prairies where once the 
coyote and buffalo roamed. Onward swept the nation, spanning wide rivers, 
leaping vast mountain ranges, leaving in its path villages and farms, factories 
and cities, till at last this giant nation stood astride the continent, from the At-
lantic to the Pacific. This is the heritage of the people of the United States. It 
has been repurchased by each succeeding generation and must be rewon 
again, again and again until the end of time, lest it too shall pass like the an-
cient Empires of Greece and Rome. “The price of liberty is eternal vigilance.” 
What was won at Lexington and Concord and Bunker Hill had to be repur-
chased at Ticonderoga and Yorktown. What John Paul Jones achieved upon 
the high seas in the War of Independence had to be repurchased by Commo-
dore Perry on Lake Erie in the War of 1812. The prestige of Admiral Dewey’s 
victory at Manila Bay in 1898 was rewon by the naval battles in the seas about 
the far-distant islands of the Pacific, after the sneak attacks upon Pearl Har-
bor and Manila in 1941 had summoned our country to assume its role in World 
War II. What our troops achieved under the Stars and Stripes at Chateau-
Thierry and Flanders in World War I, their sons were required to repurchase in 
World War II in the bloody trek across northern Africa, on the beachheads of 
Europe and in the Battle of the Bulge. The Flag our American men raised at 
Iwo Jima was the same Flag later raised in the defense of Inchon, Pusan and 
Pork Chop Hill in far-off Korea. Then another generation under the same Flag 
bled to stem the threat of communism in far-off Vietnam. Our young people 
were again called to carry our Flag in the defense of a free world in the ac-
tions in Grenada and Panama. Willingly, our brave men and women carried our 
Flag and the honor of the American people into battle in Operation Desert 
Storm, and Iraq and Afghanistan. 



 

May Meetings  
Cancelled 

 
No drawings  

during the month   

Bulletin Articles Deadline 
 

Is the 15th of the Month 
 

Articles,  pictures etc. 
PLEASE 

 
SEND TO:  

ty.obenoskey@gmail.com 

Lodge Meetings 

Social Quarters Bar Open 5:00 PM 

Lodge Dinners—6:00 PM 

Lodge Meetings—7:00 PM 

(Meetings 1st & 3rd Wednesdays) 

First Wednesday Dinner—Pot Luck 

Second Wednesday Dinner— 

Usually Dinner or Pizza 

For dinner reservations call:  273.9228 

Or email: 

secretary@grassvalleyelks.org 

Support our Lodge  -  Come to Meetings 
Get Involved, Who Knows……. 

You just might have a good time , enjoy yourself and just 
maybe win some money! 

Don’t forget.  

Wear your mask  

and  

wash your hands. 

 

Better yet   

STAY AT HOME! 



Members Page 
Your Opinion Counts 

Tell Us What is on Your Mind 

 

03  Barbara Jean Henslee           14  Brian R. Hoyle 
07 Donald Tremewan            14  Donald Burtner                           
08  Colin Wright             29  Margaret H. Davis 
09  Donald Blanscet                     29  Joan Toth 



Taco Night is  
The Third (3rd) Monday of every month 



Papa’s Spaghetti 
Fourth (4th) Wednesday of Every Month 




